
Dear HOSC member

URGENT: STP Operational Plans and Contracts to be signed off by 23 
December 2016 

We are disappointed that the promised mid-December discussion in 
HOSC on the BOB STP has still not been announced, particularly since 
NHS England has issued instructions to OCCG for its 2-year operational 
plans and provider contracts to be signed off by 23 December 2016. 

These plans and contracts for the first two years of the implementation of
the BOB STP will be signed off before the first of the split consultation 
begins in January.

It is imperative that as our local scrutinising committee you apply rigour 
to evaluating any proposed substantial changes to healthcare services in
Oxfordshire. The BOB STP proposes changes on a scale and a pace 
that have rarely been seen in the history of the NHS.

Speaking at the NHS Providers conference in Birmingham recently, Jim 
Mackey, Head of NHS Improvement said: ‘We’ll be developing a process
around capital investment, because nearly all the plans in the STP 
process are unaffordable and undeliverable.’

 A. With the above in mind, we call on you to examine closely: 

1) The OCCG Operational Plan 2017/18 – 2018/19
2) All Provider contracts 2017/18 – 2018/2019
3) OCCG’s Commissioning Intentions 2017/18 – 2018/19
4) The BOB STP FINAL document
5) The detailed appendices, when released.

B. We call on you to identify: 

1) where services will be cut, reduced or relocated; 
2) where and how many hospital beds will be lost or reduced; 
3) where and how many wards will be closed or merged; 
4) what changes there will be to primary and community care;
5) how primary and community care will be expected to reduce costs;
6) how service delivery will be affected;

https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/NHS-operational-planning-guidance-201617-201819.pdf


7) the level and nature of genuine and strengthened public (including 
voluntary and community groups), workforce and political 
engagement;

8) and the precise changes to ambulance response times/distances.

C. We call on you to demand to see:

1)  the supporting evidence for each and every change that has been 
proposed;
2) the exact cost savings for each and every change proposed;
3) an itemised risk assessment for each and every change proposed;
4) plan B, if the STP is undeliverable and unaffordable.

D. We call on you to:

1) publish your findings and your concerns;
2) refuse to endorse the BOB STP;
3) reverse the decision to endorse holding the public consultation in two 
parts;
4) refer the matter to the Secretary of State for Health;
5) write to the government to demand a substantial increase in funding 
to the NHS to avoid harmful    cuts to healthcare services.

Dr Ken Williamson
Chair Oxfordshire Keep Our NHS Public


