
Questions to March 2017 GB meeting from OKONP

Q1 BOB commissioning executive

a) How many commissioning decisions have been made by this body since its 
inception?

b) What services have been commissioned already?
c) Which services are in the pipeline?
d) Which budget will fund these services?

Q2 NHS Estate

a) What NHS estate is likely to i) likely to be sold, ii) demolished, iii) refurbished to 
accommodate the proposed changes outlined in the phase1 consultation 
document?

b) What NHS estate is i) likely to be sold, ii) demolished, iii) refurbished to 
accommodate changes proposed in the Oxfordshire Transformation Plan?

Q3 Review of community hospitals

a) Who is carrying out the review of community hospitals in the county?
b) At what cost?
c) When did the review begin?
d) When will it end?
e) When will the decision based on the findings be made, and by which body?
f) When will the report be published?
g) Which organisation commissioned it?
h) What is within scope of the review?
i) What is outside scope?
j) Which groups are contributing to it?
k) What is the current status of the proposal in the Oxfordshire Transformation Plan 

to create up to 4 ‘hubs’ in the county?

Q4 Better Care Fund (BCF)

The National Audit Office (NAO) has recently reported that the first phase of the BCF, 
which involved some transfer of funds from the NHS to local authorities for adult social 
care, has not delivered in terms of integration, reduced A&E and DTOC numbers. Despite a
total pooled budget of £5.3bn, it has failed to make estimated savings of £511m in its first 
year. CCGs had to find £1.1bn from their budgets.

a) How does OCCG demonstrate to the public that the BCF is nothing other than a 
window dressing exercise?

b) How does OCCG justify the loss of essential NHS funding to plugging a gap in 
underfunded adult social care?

c) What evidence is there that the BCF has improved integration of health and adult 
social care services in Oxfordshire?

d) How will BCF plans to integrate health and adult social care services align with the
Oxfordshire Transformation Plan?

e) How will BCF plans to integrate health and adult social care services align with the
wider BOB STP?



Q5 Sustainability and Transformation fund

The Sustainability and Transformation Fund has dedicated £1.8bn of its £2.1bn to bailing 
out acute hospitals, which have had insufficient funding to meet demand, leaving the 
small residue to be spent on the transformation element. 

a) What impact will this reduced amount have on the transformation element of the 
Oxfordshire Transformation Programme?

b) What impact will this reduced amount have on the transformation element of the 
wider BOB STP?

c) How much of the dedicated £1.8bn sustainability element has been allocated to 
OUHT?

Q5 Finances

The Department of Health has been raiding its capital fund to finance revenue demands.

a) What impact will this reduction in capital funds have on local plans?

In its final report before the end of the financial year, NHSE indicates that it is predicting it 
will underspend almost £50 million on primary care. Last year it was reported that it had 
underspent some £600m, of which £163m was from the primary care budget. Further 
reports suggest that underspends are a regular feature of NHSE finances, money which is 
lost to the NHS and may end back in the treasury.

b) What is the impact on patient care in Oxfordshire of these considerable 
underspends? 

c) What steps can OCCG take to end this loss to essential NHS funding?

Q6 Oxfordshire Transformation Programme

"Over the last 25 years in England we have doubled the number of admissions and we've 
halved the number of beds. If we cut more beds - and particularly if we cut the beds 
without proving that we have got adequate care in the community - I think that's an 
extremely dangerous way to run a health service." Professor Jarman 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-39204681

a) In the light of the all-party opposition to the Oxfordshire Transformation 
Programme in the county council and their real concerns that they will not have 
the capacity to support discharged patients, how do you plan to proceed?

b) How will this meet the requirement by NHS England that functioning new systems
have to be in place before current systems are decommissioned?

c) Given that home care agencies are financially vulnerable, with another one 
folding last week, and with some care homes serving Oxfordshire deemed 
inadequate by the CQC, what action will OCCG take to address the fragility of 
Social Care, on which much of its OTP depends?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-39204681



